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                    With Mr. Kelley 
At Oak Street School, one area the children have been working particularly hard on is problem solving in mathematics. Students are learning a four-step method for problem solving.  Although different vocabulary and terminology may be used at different grade levels, the four steps followed are basically the same. 

1. Understand the problem - Read the problem several times and put the problem into your own words.  What information do I already know?  What do I need to find out? What information is useless?  

2. Make a Plan – How will I solve this problem?  What strategy or strategies will I use?  Will I draw a picture, use addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, find a pattern, make a chart, work backwards, combine strategies, etc.?

3. Solve the Problem – Carry out the plan. If the plan is not working go back and revisit steps 1 and 2. 

4. Check your Answer – Is my answer reasonable? Does it make sense?  Did I double check my computation?  Did I provide an answer to all parts of the problem and show my work?  

If you are working with your child on math problem solving at home, try using this four step process.  The steps should be familiar to your child and hopefully will help lead them towards an accurate and complete answer.  Just knowing the four steps is not enough to become a proficient problem solver.  Your child needs to put the steps into action and practice, practice, practice! 
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Music 

♫♫   ♫♫    ♫♫   ♫♫   ♫♫
In kindergarten we are working on finding our singing voices and the steady macro beat. We are also exploring personal space through movement and chant and learning about taking turns through traditional circle games.

 First graders are already singing loud and proud! We are reviewing macro and micro beats, singing the resting tone, and audiation skills through chanting and moving in different meters and singing in different tonalities. 

In second grade, students are working on labeling tonic and dominant tonal patterns in major and minor tonalities. We are also improvising rhythm patterns, and labeling the meter of songs and chants in duple and triple meter. 

In third grade, students are experiencing multiple parts at one time through Orff arrangements as well as singing bass melodies to accompany the melody. We can even sing some songs that have four different parts! 

In fourth grade we have begun recorders! We are learning recorder by ear as well as through notation. We’ve even played melodies and bass melodies together all ready! Students are doing a great job remembering the backpack rule…keep it up!

This class of fifth graders did so well with recorder last year that I’ve decided to continue furthering their recorder skills this year! We’ve been working hard on reading tonal and rhythm patterns through notation, but have also figured out how to play familiar songs by ear. 

A big congratulation goes out to our fourth grade chorus and fifth grade chorus on a beautiful winter concert performance!! 

Allison Wroe

Oak St./Parmenter

K-5 General 
Attention parents!

Town-wide Honors Chorus 

For 4th & 5th Grade Students
 If your fourth or fifth grader loves singing in chorus, consider signing them up for Franklin's district-wide afterschool honors chorus! Honors chorus rehearses Thursdays from 3:30-4:30. Enrollment will open in January. Look for a flyer to come home soon with more info!

NEWS FROM THE NURSE’S OFFICE

Mrs. Cameron R.N.
Dear Parents/Guardians,

With the arrival of the cold and flu season, I am asking for your assistance in utilizing the following guidelines to help prevent an illness cycle.

A child should stay home for at least 24 hours to rest if any of the following symptoms are present the morning of school or the previous night.

                    Vomiting and/or diarrhea

                     Fever > 100 degrees

                     Cold and cough with colored nasal drainage

                     Itchy or reddened eyes with drainage (possible conjunctivitis)

                     Moderate to severe pain

                     An unusual rash

                     A poor night’s sleep due to illness, cough, etc…

Please contact your child’s health care provider if symptoms persist.

Please encourage your child to wash their hands frequently, to keep their hands out of their mouths, and not to share drinks or foods with their friends. Show them how to cough or sneeze into their sleeve rather than their hands.

Please call me if your child is diagnosed with strep throat, pneumonia, or any contagious illness.  I will send a note home through the classroom so that other parents can be aware of any symptoms in their child.
The Massachusetts Department of Public Health requires all students in fourth grade to have a physical examination.  Many fourth graders have not turned in physical forms.  If your child has not turned in a physical form for the year 2011, please send it to me as soon as possible.  If your child has a physical examination scheduled for this spring, please provide me with the date of the exam and send in a copy of the physical as soon as you have it.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to call 508- 541-7890.

Sincerely, 

Kym Cameron

Oak Street School Nurse

Notes From The Office

Here in the office we would like to remind parents of a few things:  

· School officially starts at 8:30AM.  If your child arrives at 8:31 he/she is tardy and will require a late slip from the office before arriving to class.  Dismissal begins at 2:35.  

· If your child has forgotten items such as clothes for PE, homework, water, lunch money or snacks, please be aware that we try not to interrupt classroom teaching time. We will have students stop by the main office on their way to a special or to lunch to see if their forgotten items have been dropped off.   

· Please call before 2:00PM with any changes in dismissal for your child.  The office becomes extremely busy at this time of day and we will not guarantee your child will receive the message if the call is after 2:00PM.  Also PLEASE do not dismiss your children five minutes before dismissal begins unless a note has been sent or it is an emergency.

To Contact Oak Street School:

· Office Telephone Number:

508-541-7890


· Automated Phone Number:

508-541-7253

For Absentee Call-Ins, Solutions or Voicemail
Important Dates to Remember

(Dates may be subject to change)
Jan 2nd  -  NO SCHOOL- NEW YEAR’S DAY

Mar 8th – PCC Meeting – 9:30 a.m.

Jan 12th – PCC Meeting – 9:30 a.m.


Mar 14th – Report Cards Go Home 

 
Jan 16th -  NO SCHOOL - MLK Day


Mar 15th & 16th – Invention Convention


 
Jan 20th  - Inside/Out Day



Mar 15th – Report Card Conferences- 11:40 a.m. Dismissal
Jan 25th – PDD Day – 11:40 a.m. Dismissal

Mar 16th – Report Card Conferences – 11:40 a.m. Dismissal

Jan 29th -  Blizzard Ball 



Mar 20th – MCAS Long Comp



Feb 9th-    PCC Meeting – 6:00 p.m.


Mar 27th, 29th & Apr 2nd – Kindergarten Registration
Feb 10th – Grade 5 Disability Program

Feb 12th – Blizzard Ball Snow Date

Feb 20th – 24th – Winter Break




Mar 5th –  9th – Book Fair – Read Across America



 
Mar 7th –  PDD Day – 11:40 a.m. Dismissal
Mar 8th –  Pasta Night



Mar 8th – Term 2 ends





“Let us be grateful to people who make us happy, they are the charming gardeners

 who make our souls blossom.  ”                                                                             Marcel Proust [image: image7.png]



		Art News





Many exciting things are happening in the art room this year.  Students are learning about various artists, many different art techniques, and creating a wide variety of art projects! Keep a look out for new, exciting projects in the hallways!





	Kindergarten students have been learning about lines, shapes, and designs. They will use this knowledge for many upcoming projects including painting and collage.


	Grade one students will be learning about mixing tints and shades on top of what they have experienced with color mixing. More painting projects and figure drawings are on the way!


	Grade two students will be experimenting with painting and printmaking. Look for a clay sculpture project too!


	Grade three students have finished three-handled mugs in conjunction with their social studies unit on Plymouth Plantation.  They are coming out great! Painting, self-portraits, and weaving projects are coming up.


	Grade four students will create a lesson on Greek style vases and will create a real clay version soon. More painting, drawing, and sculpture are coming up.


	Grade five students have created beautiful line drawings with pumpkins and an extensive printmaking cityscape project.  Both of  these projects were finished with great care and came out wonderfully! They will be kept until the art show in the spring. Projects in clay, watercolor painting and drawing are next for grade five students!





Keep Drawing!!!!!         �


Mrs. Dina Minor

















The Reading Corner 





Reading is an essential skill that requires lots of practice!  Through Reader's Workshop, the students are reading on a daily basis and developing and strengthening their comprehension skills at a deeper level.  Students are being asked to think deeply, beyond the surface level, and to reflect on their thinking and reading strategies.  It is essential that students continue to practice these skills at home as well.  Consider how much time your child spends mastering their skills to advance to the next level with a new computer game.  They play it over and over again, reflect on how they approached it the last time and then make decisions on how to tackle it more effectively in order to move on to the next level.  Imagine if they put this much effort into advancing their reading skills!  Take some time to reflect as a family on how much emphasis is put towards developing and strengthening reading skills on a daily basis in your home. 





Moving forward, we will be recognizing the importance of reading once again in late February and early March with "Read Across America Week".  We will recognize the contributions Dr. Seuss made to the world of literacy with his wacky yet enchanting tales and characters.  We will have guest readers from our school and local community visit each of the classrooms to celebrate the importance of reading as well.  The theme for this year will be "Readers Are Leaders".  This is a great message to send to our students! 





We will also be hosting our second Book Fair around the same time.  This is a great time to build up your home libraries!  There will be more information forthcoming.  Each class will visit Book Fair during their scheduled library times.  There will also be a family night Book Fair that coincides with Pasta Night once again.  Please stop by as a family and support our school and to celebrate how much fun it can be finding the next great book to read!





Happy Reading,


Mrs. O'Brien


Oak Street School


Reading Specialist K-5


508-541-7890 ex. 2607
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Reading with Mrs. O’Brien





Summer Reading 2007 was a huge success once again!  We had 93% of our students in grades 1-5 return their reading logs.  Wow!  This exceeds our success of 90% last year.  Congratulations to each and every one of our readers!  Thank you to all the parents who supported this program.  Reading over the summer allowed your child to maintain his/her skills and to enter the new school year ready to accept new challenges.  All the Summer Readers attended an Ice Cream Social on September 28, 2007.  As always, thank you to the PCC for contributing and scooping up this delicious treat.  





Remember to maintain a healthy diet of books throughout the year.  Try to create a balance between fiction, nonfiction, poetry and authentic reading experiences.  





Happy Reading,


Tracie O’Brien, Reading Specialist K-5


























Mr. Masto’s Health & Physical Education class!			�





Students in all grades have been hard at work in both Health and Physical Education!





Students in grades K-2 have recently been working on directional movement, kicking and punting, skill themes, and movement concepts! Moving forward we will continue on with locomotor skills, team games, and much more.





Our 3-5 Students have taken soccer to a new level in our Oak St. version of Mad Ball soccer. A unique underhand kicking game that allows for maximum movement and participation. We will be moving onward to dribbling and basketball related skills, striking with long and short handled implements and balancing. 





On the Health side, we wrapped up Nutrition and are moving onward with Disease Control and Prevention as well as Human Growth and Development. More information will be coming out in the near future. 





AS THE WEATHER GETS COLDER WE UNDERSTAND THAT STUDENTS LIKE TO WEAR BOOTS. PLEASE BRING SNEAKERS WITH YOU FOR BOTH HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION!





All the best!


Mr. Masto








												










































































