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Success

 Don’t wish for it.  Work for it!
Math News
            With Mr. Kelley

“How can I help my child with math at home?” is a question I often hear from parents.  One of the most powerful things that you can do to influence your child’s math aptitude is to help them achieve “fact power”.  Fact power is the ability to recall the answer to a math fact automatically, without having to figure it out. 
Studies have found that poor math-fact retrieval can impede participation in math class discussions, successful mathematics problem-solving, and even the development of everyday life skills. Rapid math-fact retrieval has been shown to be a strong predictor of performance on mathematics achievement tests.

According to the most recent Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks, the following guide can help you understand where your child should be at the end of the year on the Fact Power Continuum:

Kindergarten: Fluently add and subtract within the number 5 (e.g. 4+3=7, 4-2=2).

First grade: Demonstrate Fluency for adding and subtracting within the number 10 (8+7=15, 13-4=9).

Second grade: Know from memory all sums of two one-digit numbers and their related subtraction facts (e.g. 9+6=15, 15-6=9).

Third grade: Know from memory all products of two one-digit numbers (e.g. 7x8=56).

Fourth grade: Know multiplication facts and related division facts through 12x12 (e.g. 6x8=48, 48÷8=6).

Fifth grade: Students finalize their fluency with multi-digit addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division.  They will need this fluency to explore more difficult math concepts such as decimals, fractions and volume. 

Just like sports, music, reading or any other skill, your child’s fact power will not improve without consistent practice. You can help with regular practice at home, or wherever you find time (car, checkout line, doctor’s waiting room, etc.).  Your child is learning games at school that they can teach you to help make learning the facts at home more exciting.   Your child may work better with oral drill, triangle flash cards, math fact bingo, writing the facts down, or using technology.  Among the many options available on the internet is www.IXL.com.  All children at Oak Street School in grades 2-5 have access to IXL where they can practice all of the math skills that go along with the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks including practicing their math facts. Find a method or combination of methods that work well for your child and make a habit out of practicing. 
Thank you for giving your child “Fact Power”!
Brian Kelley, Math CET
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                                        Notes From the Office

· School officially starts at 8:30AM.  If your child arrives at 8:31 he/she is tardy and will require a late slip from the office before arriving to class.  Dismissal begins at 2:35.  

· If your child is going to be late or out sick, please be sure to call 508-541-7253. 

· If your child has forgotten items such as clothes for PE, homework, water, lunch money or snacks, please be aware that we try not to interrupt classroom teaching time. We will have students stop by the main office on their way to a special or to lunch to see if their forgotten items have been dropped off.   

· Please call before 2:00PM with any changes in dismissal for your child.  The office becomes extremely busy at this time of day and we will not guarantee your child will receive the message if the call is after 2:00PM.  Also PLEASE do not dismiss your children five minutes before dismissal begins unless a note has been sent or it is an emergency.

To Contact Oak Street School:

· Office Telephone Number:

508-541-7890


· Automated Phone Number:

508-541-7253

For Absentee Call-Ins, Solutions or Voicemail
Oak Street Important Dates to Remember

Dates may be subject to change
Oct 3rd-7th
Book Fair Week



Nov 23-25th
  No School – Thanksgiving Break

Oct 6th

Ice Cream Social


Dec 7th

  Report Cards Go Home

Oct 10th

No School – Columbus Day

Dec 8th & 9th
 11:40 a.m. Dismissal – Rpt Card Conferences
Oct 13th

PCC Meeting – 9:30 a.m. 

Dec 26-Jan 2nd
  No School – Holiday Break
Oct 20th

Kindergarten Pot Luck Dinner




Oct 26th

½ PDD Day – 11:40 a.m. Dismissal
Oct 31st

Black & Orange Day
Nov 3rd 

PCC Meeting – 6:00 p.m
Nov 8th

Full PDD Day- No School
Nov 11th
No School – Veterans Day
Nov 18th
School Store

School Banking will start Tuesday, October 11th at 8:30 a.m.
The Franklin School Lunch Program Food Service Office is in dire need of substitute cafeteria workers.  If interested, candidates should contact Susan Childers at Human Resources (Town Municipal Building) and fill out an application.
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Art News


By Mrs. Minor





	In the Oak Street Art Room we cover a broad range of art styles, materials, and periods of Art History. We explore the basic concepts and fundamentals of art and design through various media such as drawing, painting, printmaking, ceramics, and sculpture. Lessons are designed to be age appropriate for K-5 students.





        We are all starting out the year with the Square 1 Art Project.  All students will create a vibrant drawing for the Square 1 project and the company will send all students free stickers with their own artwork on them. Other items will be available for purchase with the artwork on it.  More details on this great fundraiser to come.





BENCHMARKS – Art Skills and Learning Goals  


Overall Review of Art & Design Elements & Principles


 line, shape, form, space, value, texture, color


Balance, contrast, pattern, movement, rhythm, emphasis, unity


Drawing


Design & Printmaking


Space


Color Theory


Painting Techniques


Collage


3D


Representational/Non-Representational/Abstract


Group Discussion & Brainstorms


Art History & Vocabulary


Developing personal style & working collaboratively 





Be ready to experiment, think, work creatively AND have fun making art!


		


        Developing personal style & working collaboratively


�


Be ready to experiment, think, and work creatively – AND have fun making art!


				


				�














Reading with Mrs. O’Brien





	Once again, Summer Reading was a huge success!  Everyone did a great job logging all their reading this summer!  Thank you to all the parents for their support. This commitment builds your child’s foundation and prepares them for a great start to the school year! 





On September 30th the school celebrated with an enchanting production of “Cinderella” performed by the Tanglewood Marionettes. 





	Our Fall Book Fair is the week of October 3rd thru October 7th.  All classes will attend during their regularly scheduled Library time.  Parents are welcome to visit during their child’s time slot.  We will also have Book Fair open to families on October 6th during the Ice Cream Social. This is a wonderful opportunity to get some great books for the new school year!





	  Thank you to Michelle Addi for all her hard work to make this event possible and for all the parents who have offered to volunteer their time at the fair.








	


Happy Reading                                 �


Tracie O’Brien (











     


NEWS FROM THE NURSE’S OFFICE         �


Mrs. Cameron


			


To help reduce the spread of influenza we are asking parents and students to be mindful of the following:


Get your flu shot.


Wash your hands OFTEN with soap and warm water.  If soap and water are not available, use 


  alcohol-based hand gel.


Cough and sneeze into your elbow, NOT your hand.


Do not share eating or drinking utensils (e. g. water bottles, forks, cups, straws).


Individuals who are sick with flu-like symptoms should stay home until they are fever free ( under 100 degrees F) for 24 hours WITHOUT the use of fever reducing medications.  Flu-like symptoms include FEVER and a SORE THROAT and/or FEVER and a COUGH.  Other symptoms may include: runny nose, headache, muscle and joint aches, nausea, vomiting or diarrhea and fatigue.





Please keep your student home from school if they have any flu-like symptoms.  If you would like more information on the flu, you can go to the Mass. Department of Public Health influenza website:  mass.gov/flu or call the MDPH information line: 211. If your child is taking antibiotics, they need to receive a full 24 hours of medication before returning to school.





Tis the season for head lice – I know this is not a pleasant subject and parents tend to not share this information with the schools but we NEED TO KNOW!!





Franklin Public Schools have already had cases of lice and we need parents to be aware of any itchy heads!!  You can refer to a video on the Oak Street website under the nurse's office which will show you what head lice and nits look like.





If you have any questions, please feel free to call 541-6230.
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Music with Ms. Wroe








Music Class with Mrs. Gervais











What’s been happening in Mr. Masto’s Phys Ed and Health Classes?       


                                                                                                                          �





Physical Education and Health classes at Oak Street are both off to an awesome start! 





In Physical Education classes students in Kindergarten thru Grade 2 are in the process of developing and refining locomotor movements, spatial awareness and movement concepts. Grades 3-5 students are practicing proper throwing and catching technique, which will be the basis for some upcoming cooperative games and activities. 





In Health Education students in Kindergarten thru Grade 5 have been hard at work on the Bullying Prevention Program. Upcoming Health topics include health related fitness and nutrition. I always encourage all students to remain active out of school and make healthy choices!





All students are asked to wear appropriate clothing (Shorts or Pants, T-Shirt and Sneakers) on both Health and Physical Education days due to the fact some Health classes will be taught in the Gymnasium. Students are rewarded for wearing sneakers! 





All the best!


Michael Masto





Mr. Masto

















How do we learn music?


Students learn music in the same sequence they learn to read.  First we listen, then we imitate, then we learn to improvise, and finally we learn to read and write.





What do we do in music class?


We learn through listening, chanting, singing, imitating, creating, improvising, moving, and playing in different tonalities and meters. Each 30 minute music class is generally comprised of a tonal activity, rhythm activity, and a movement activity. 





GRADING:


1. Effort: Every class, students receive a grade (4,3,2,1) based on participation and trying their best. Students begin class with a 4. However, each warning results in lowering this grade for the day. At the end of the term, an average of these grades is taken.





2. Behavior: Every class, students receive a grade (4,3,2,1) based on following appropriate classroom responsibilities. Students begin class with a 4. However, each warning results in lowering this grade for the day. At the end of the term an average of these grades is taken.





3. Growth in music concepts: Using formal and informal assessments, students are assessed on their demonstrations of movement and rhythm (rhythm is learned through movement). For example, students are evaluated on being able to identify duple and triple meter. 





4. Growth in vocal/instrumental concepts: Using formal and informal assessments, students are assessed on their tonal achievement (for example, echoing singing patterns) and good instrument technique (for example, holding mallets correctly). 










































































